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Community Wildfire Update Summary
July 24-26, 2026 The Yakama Nation community continues to respond to two active wildfires that have
significantly impacted the White Swan area and surrounding communities.

Signal Peak Fire

On Friday, July 24, at approximately 4:00 p.m., the Signal Peak Fire started east of Signal Peak Road and
spread rapidly through heavy fuels. The fire crossed both Fort Road and Stockyard Road, growing
quickly under dangerous conditions.

Evacuation notices were issued throughout the evening, beginning with Level 2 (Be Prepared) warnings
for White Swan and nearby areas. The Red Cross opened an emergency shelter at Harrah Elementary
School.

Early Saturday morning, Level 3 (Go Now) evacuations were issued for impacted areas surrounding
Branch Road, Barkes Road, Progressive Road, and Hinman Road.

On July 25, the Signal Peak Fire expanded to more than 3,000 acres.

Ransier Fire
On Sunday, July 26, all Signal Peak Fire evacuation levels were downgraded to Level 1 (Ready) by

Yakima Valley Emergency Management.

Later that day, a new vegetation fire was reported near White Swan. First, estimated at 25 acres around
1:50 p.m., conditions worsened rapidly. A Level 3 (Go Now) evacuation order was issued for the entire
town of White Swan.

Community Response
Under the direction of Tribal Leadership, the Confederated Tribes and Bands of the Yakama Nation began
accepting monetary donations to support fire relief and recovery efforts.

To assist displaced residents, the following locations were opened for evacuees:
e Harrah Elementary School (Red Cross Location)
e Yakama Nation Tribal School (Red Cross Location)
e Toppenish Longhouse (Open for breakfast, lunch and dinner. Also accepting bedding and clothing
donations. No shelter)
e Wapato Longhouse (Open for dinner only, not shelter)

Pahto Public Passage, under the direction of Emergency Services, began transporting evacuees to these
shelter locations.



Message to Our Community
These fires have affected families, homes, cultural resources, and community facilities across the Yakama
Nation. We recognize the tremendous efforts of emergency personnel, volunteers, Tribal programs, and
community members who continue to support one another during this challenging time.

We encourage everyone to remain alert, follow evacuation guidance, monitor official Yakama Nation and
emergency management updates, and check on family members, elders, and neighbors who may need
assistance.

Our thoughts are with all those impacted by the Signal Peak Fire and Ransier Fire. Together, our
community remains strong, resilient, and committed to helping one another through recovery and

rebuilding.

Sincerely,
Uty 2. Wllbec

Christopher Wallahee
Tribal Council Executive Secretary

To make a monetary contribution, please go to yakama.com or follow this QR Code.
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